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Samarra, the fourth of the Holy Cities. No declarations were
taken in the Dulaim Division, either from the tribes or from
Falluja, Ramadi or other towns. One declaration signed by
twenty Muslims represented 160,000 Arab Muslims of Mosul
Wilayet. Official pressure had to be brought to bear in Najaf1
before its notables produced satisfactory declarations.
The plebiscite as *an authoritative statement of the views held
by the local population V also failed to indicate the elements of
opposition in the country and to reveal their relative strength.
It gave no hint, for instance, of the large section of opinion,
particularly strong in Basra,3 which, while recognizing the
benefits and the increased prosperity of British rule, found the
constant growth of the military machine, including ports,
camps and depots; the continuation of military regulations;
the maintenance of demands for forced labour and the very
efficiency of the administration with its insistence on prompt-
ness, probity and justice, too disturbing to their life-long habits
of mind and of action and too much of a strain on their patience
to be endured.4
The plebiscite gave no hint that the tribesmen, uncivilized,
even barbarous, were already restive under the British tribal
policy which gave the shaikhs relying on British support
almost unlimited power over the details of tribal life, a power
too often abused for the advancement of the shaikhs' own
personal interests. It gave no inkling of such tribal feeling,
which was to grow in intensity during the next eighteen months
and which was to pave the way for the rebellion against both
shaikhs and the British rule which maintained them in control.
The Mujtahids of the Shi'is and the other religious dignitaries
who, firm in their opposition to any but a theocratic Muslim
State, would allow no idols other than of their own making,
1 Admin. Report, Shamiyah, 1919, p. 30.
2 See Telegram, cited supra, p. 161.
3 See statement by the Rev. J. Van Ess, cited Wilson, op cit, p. 112, confirmed
to writer, in April, 1934.
4 Admm* Report, Shandyah> 1919, p. i.
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